8                     DEMOCRACY   IN   AMERICA
The consequence of this has been that the demo-
cratic revolution has been effected only in the
material parts of society, without that concomitant
change in laws, ideas, customs, and manners which
was necessary to render such a revolution beneficial.
We have obtained a democracy, but without the
conditions which lessen its vices and render its
natural advantages more prominent ; and although
we already perceive the evils it brings, we are ignorant
of the benefits it may confer.
While the power of the Crown, supported by the
aristocracy, peaceably governed the nations of
Europe, society possessed, in the midst of its wretched-
ness,, several different advantages which can now
scarcely be appreciated or conceived. The power of
a part of his subjects was an insurmountable barrier
to the tyranny of the prince ; and the monarch, who
felt the almost divine character which he enjoyed in
the eyes of the multitude, derived a motive for the
;ust use of his power from the respect which he
inspired. High as they were placed above the people,
the nobles could not but take that calm and bene-
volent interest in its fate which the shepherd feels
toward his flock ; and without acknowledging the
poor as their equals, they watched over the destiny
of those whose welfare Providence had intrusted to
their care. The people never having conceived the
idea of a social condition different from its own, and
entertaining no expectation of ever ranking with its
chiefs, received benefits from them without discussing
their rights. It grew attached to them when they
were clement and just, and it submitted without
resistance or servility to their exactions, as to the
inevitable visitations of the arm of God. Custom,
and the manners of the time, had moreover created a
species of law in the midst of violence, and established